
 
     “Once you were not a people, 

     but now you are God's people; 
     Once you had not received mercy, 

     but now you have received mercy.” 
      

  I Peter 2:10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE OF 
LESSONS & CAROLS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) 

MERCY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH      CCLI LICENSE #11042946 
All Hymns/Songs (excl. O Holy Night): Trinity Hymnal © Great Commission Publications 

 
Bryan Rigg, Pastor   �   434-907-0711 (m)   �   bryan.rigg@mercypres.org 

101 D Northwynd Circle, Lynchburg, VA  24502    �     Website:   www.mercypres.org 
 

Hearing assist receivers available in the lobby, for use with personal headphones  
(disposable headphones available if needed). 

For assistance, please notify a deacon or sound team member. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     ST LESSON: GENESIS 3:8-15 
After Adam and Eve’s sin, God promises one who will come to destroy the serpent. 

 
8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But 
the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of 
you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you 
that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man 
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then 
the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.” 
14 The Lord God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you above all livestock 
    and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
    and you shall bruise his heel.” 
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Throughout the Service of Lessons and Carols, at the conclusion of 
each Scripture passage, the reader will say, “This is the Word of the 

Lord.” The congregation responds, “Thanks be to God.” 



       ND LESSON: GENESIS 22:15-18 
God promises Abraham that through his offspring all the nations of the earth will be blessed. 

 
15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have 
sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I 
will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that 
is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 
 
 

 
 
 
              CCLI SONG # 32015 
                          © WORDS & MUSIC: PUBLIC DOMAIN 
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     RD LESSON: ISAIAH 9:2-7 
The birth of the Christ and his kingdom are foretold by the prophet Isaiah. 

 
2  The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
    on them has light shone. 
3 You have multiplied the nation; 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4 For the yoke of his burden, 
    and the staff for his shoulder, 
    the rod of his oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
    and every garment rolled in blood 
    will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
    and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
    there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
    to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
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      TH LESSON: MICAH 5:2-5a 
God promises the king will come forth from the humble city of Bethlehem. 

 

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth 
for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall 
give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return 
to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of 
the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
5 And he shall be their peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      TH LESSON: LUKE 1:26-38 
          The angel Gabriel appears to tell Mary she will give birth to Jesus, Son of the Most High. 
 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; 
let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
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      TH LESSON: LUKE 2:1, 3-7         Jesus is born in Bethlehem, the City of David. 
 
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. … 3 And 
all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town 
of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were 
there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    TH LESSON: Luke 2:8-20     The Shepherds arrive to see the promised Savior. 
 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And 
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with 
great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known 
the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
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      TH LESSON: Matthew 2:1-12 
The wise men come and offer gifts to Christ the King. 

 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 
written by the prophet: 

6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when 
you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, 
they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it 
came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 
great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country 
by another way. 
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SERMON NOTES 
Sunday, December 10, 2023  |  Bryan Rigg 

“Giving & Receiving”  |  John 1:1-14 
 
 
 

      TH LESSON: John 1:1-14 
The Apostle John unfolds the mystery of the Word made flesh. 

 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about 
the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the 
light. 
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 
of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
 
MEDITATION       “Giving & Receiving” 

- Rev. Bryan Rigg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION & DISMISSAL 
 

Minister:  Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and  
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

People:  THANKS BE TO GOD! 
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