
 
 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP  
 

DECEMBER 21, 2025 
 

 

 When the musical prelude begins, the congregation is invited to spend time preparing their hearts for corporate worship. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                           Psalm 34:1-3 
  

Leader:  I will bless the LORD at all times.  
 

People:  His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
 

Leader:  My soul makes its boast in the LORD.  
 

People:  Let the humble hear and be glad. 
 

Leader:  Oh, magnify the LORD with me!  
 

People:  And let us exalt his name together!  
 
 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION                                      
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                                                    Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

1. Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply 
Echo back their joyous strains: 
 

Chorus 
Glo . . . ria in excelsis Deo! 
Glo . . . ria in excelsis Deo! 
 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee, 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heav'nly song? 
Chorus 
 

Authors: Edward Shippen Barnes | James Chadwick 
© Public Domain  

 
 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him whose birth the angels sing. 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Chorus 
 



NEW TESTAMENT READING                                        Luke 2:1-21 
 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the 
first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own 
town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they 
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at 
what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And 
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 
before he was conceived in the womb. 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         Heidelberg Catechism Question 35 & 36 
 

Q. What is the meaning of these words "He was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary"? 
 

A. That God's eternal Son, who is, and continues true and eternal God, took upon him the very nature 
of man, of the flesh and blood of the virgin Mary, by the operation of the Holy Ghost; that he might also 
be the true seed of David, like unto his brethren in all things, sin excepted. 
  
Q. What profit dost thou receive by Christ's holy conception and nativity? 
 

A. That he is our Mediator; and with His innocence and perfect holiness, covers in the sight of God, my 
sins, wherein I was conceived and brought forth. 

 
HYMN OF CONFESSION                                  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
 

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly minded, 
For, with blessing in His hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand. 
 

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
As of old on earth He stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
In the body and the blood. 
He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heav'nly food. 
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3. Rank on rank the host of heaven 
Spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the Light of light descendeth 
From the realms of endless day, 
That the pow'rs of hell may vanish 
As the darkness clears away. 
 

4. At His feet the six winged seraph, 
Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the Presence, 
As with ceaseless voice they cry, 
“Alleluia, alleluia,  
Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 
“Alleluia, alleluia,  
Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 



CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Almighty and merciful God, you have loved us, and have sent your Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Even 
so, we confess how little we rejoice in your mercy and might, displayed in the coming of our Savior, the gift of 
your Son. Instead, we celebrate the things of this world, which never satisfy and quickly pass away: the 
desires of the flesh, and the desires of the eyes, and the pride of life. Teach us to love more than these. And as 
you have loved us, teach us also to love one another. By your grace and for your glory, we pray. Amen.  

 
 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                        Galatians 4:4-7 
 

4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, 
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a 
son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 
 
 
HYMN OF ASSURANCE                                                     Once in Royal David’s City 
 

1. Once in royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little Child. 
 

2. He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and His shelter was a stable, 
and His cradle was a stall: 
with the poor, and mean, and lowly, 
lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

3. And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
through His own redeeming love; 
for that Child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heav'n above, 
and He leads His children on 
to the place where He is gone. 
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see Him, but in heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high; 
when like stars His children crowned 
all in white shall wait around. 
 



SERMON                                     “Response Requested”                                 Jonah 3 
                                                             - Samuel Hix         

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jonah 3 
1 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, 
and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the 
word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days' journey in breadth. 4 Jonah 
began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from 
the greatest of them to the least of them. 6 The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his 
throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 And he issued a 
proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man 
nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, 8 but let man and beast be 
covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and 
from the violence that is in his hands. 9 Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce 
anger, so that we may not perish.” 10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 
way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 
 
 

SERMON NOTES 
 
1.  A Miracle Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  A Necessary Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  A Greater Sign 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COLLECTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING                                      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel; 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

2. O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free, 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
From depths of Hell Thy people save, 
And give them victory o'er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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HYMN OF RESPONSE                                      Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th' angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

2. Christ, by highest heav'n adored: 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time behold Him come, 
Offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see 
Hail th' incarnate Deity! 
Pleased, as man, with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
“Glory to the newborn King.” 

 
 
BENEDICTION & DISMISSAL 
 

Minister:  Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and  
    Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

People:  THANKS BE TO GOD!  

3. Hail the heav'n born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Ris'n with healing in His wings. 
Mild, He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die: 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
“Glory to the newborn King.” 
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3. O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer, 
Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

4. O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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