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When the musical prelude begins, the congregation is invited to spend time preparing their hearts for corporate worship.

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 150:1-6

Leader: Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens!

People: Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent greatness!
Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp!

Leader: Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! Praise him with
sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals!

People: Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

CORPORATE CONFESSION: NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. And
in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom
will never end. And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look

forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen



HYMNS OF PREPARATION

Go, Tell it on the Mountain

Chorus 2. The shepherds feared and trembled
Go, tell it on the mountain, When lo! above the earth

Over the hills and everywhere. Rang out the angel chorus

Go, tell it on the mountain That hailed our Savior's birth.

That Jesus Christ is born. Chorus

1. While shepherds kept their watching 3. Down in a lowly manger

O'er silent flocks by night, Our humble Christ was born,

Behold throughout the heavens, And God sent us salvation,

There shone a holy light. That blessed Christmas morn.

Chorus Chorus 2x
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The Hymn of Joy (Joyful, Joyful)

1. Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, 3. Thou art giving and forgiving,
God of glory, Lord of love; Ever blessing, ever blessed,
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, Wellspring of the joy of living,
Opening to the sun above. Ocean depth of happy rest!

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; Thou our Father, Christ our Brother,
Drive the dark of doubt away; All who live in love are Thine;
Giver of immortal gladness, Teach us how to love each other,
Fill us with the light of day! Lift us to the joy divine!

2. All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 4. Mortals join the happy chorus,
Earth and Heav’'n reflect Thy rays, Which the morning stars began;
Stars and angels sing around Thee, Father love is reigning o’er us,
Center of unbroken praise. Brother love binds man to man
Field and forest, vale and mountain, Ever singing, march we onward,
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, Victors in the midst of strife,
Singing bird and flowing fountain Joyful music lifts us Sunward
Call us to rejoice in Thee! In the triumph song of life!

Authors: Words by Henry van Dyke; Music by Ludwig van Beethoven © Public Domain

NEW TESTAMENT READING Luke 2:22-32

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 2¢and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name
was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child
Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and
said, 22 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 3° for my eyes have
seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”



CONFESSION OF SIN

O Lord I am not yet deterred from all created glory, honor, wisdom, and esteem of others, for | have a secret
motive in all that I do. Let me not only speak about sin, but see and know the thing itself. Let me know that
while my sins are crucified, they are never wholly mortified and draw me to constant repentance. Destroy, O
God, the darkness within and remind me often of your faithful love and grace toward me, which alone can
subdue the risings of sin in me. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Revelation 21:22-27

22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the city has
no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its
light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25and its gates will never be
shut by day—and there will be no night there.26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the
nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only

those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.

HYMN OF ASSURANCE

1. Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful all ye nations, rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;
With th' angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

2. Christ, by highest heav'n adored:
Christ, the everlasting Lord;

Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see
Hail th' incarnate Deity!

Pleased, as man, with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel!

Hark! The herald angels sing
“Glory to the newborn King.”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

3. Hail the heav'n born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings,

Ris'n with healing in His wings.

Mild, He lays His glory by,

Born that man no more may die:

Born to raise the sons of earth,

Born to give them second birth.

Hark! The herald angels sing

“Glory to the newborn King.”

Authors: Charles Wesley and Felix Mendelssohn
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SERMON “The Compassion of the Lord” Jonah 4
- Rev. Bryan Rigg

Jonah 4

1But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 2 And he prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD, is
not this what I said when [ was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew
that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting
from disaster. 3 Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to
live.” # And the LORD said, “Do you do well to be angry?” 5Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of
the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, till he should see what would
become of the city. ¢ Now the LORD God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be
a shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the
plant. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it
withered. 8 When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of
Jonah so that he was faint. And he asked that he might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to
live.” 2 But God said to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for the plant?” And he said, “Yes, I do well to be
angry, angry enough to die.” 19 And the LORD said, “You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did
you make it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in a night.11And should not I
pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right
hand from their left, and also much cattle?”

SERMON NOTES




COLLECTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING

1. O little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

The everlasting Light.

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

2. For Christ is born of Mary,

And, gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars together

Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the King
And peace to men on earth.

Authors: Lewis Henry Redner & Phillips Brooks
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HYMN OF RESPONSE

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,

And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’n, and heav’n, and nature sing.

2.]oy to the earth, the Savior reigns!

Let men their songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

Authors: Isaac Watts, George Frederic Handel
© Public Domain

BENEDICTION & DISMISSAL

O Little Town of Bethlehem

3. How silently, how silently,

The wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of His heaven.

No ear may hear His coming,

But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

4. 0 holy child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray,

Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel!

Joy to the World

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,

Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as, the curse is found.

4. He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders of His love.

Minister: Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and

Savior, Jesus Christ.
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