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Orientation
Our passage this morning is Mark 10:1-12, where Jesus addresses a question about divorce.  It’s a question asked by Pharisees, you see in v.2.  Of course, as it says, the Pharisees are testing Jesus.  What is allowed: “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”  We’ll see in Jesus’ answer that he focuses on marriage, which is timely in view of Friday’s Supreme Court decision.  “What is lawful?”
But it’s also important to remember, as we’ve seen in previous weeks, that Jesus is going up to Jerusalem, where he will give his life for lawbreakers.  But more than that, Jesus also calls his disciples to take up their cross and follow him, to die to themselves, which of course marriage demands that we all do.  Marriage is not first a place to fulfill our desires, but to follow Jesus.
Introduction
Most kids enjoy building, blocks or Legos.  One year, our kids received a large set of Kapla blocks—maybe you’ve seen those—each block is the same size—280 small wooden planks—and there’s a book that comes with it, showing many different possible structures that can be built.  Of course, my kids came up with their own ideas and designs.  Once their goal was to build a tower that reached to the ceiling.  And they did.  But you could tell that one of them was just waiting around to knock it down once it was built.
There always that one kid, more interested in destroying than building.  Of course, that’s much easier to do.  It’s far easier to tear down than build up.
And that’s the Pharisees’ focus here.  Not the creation of marriage, but separation.  Not what marriage is meant to be, but how marriage can be brought to an end; how what is joined together can be torn asunder.  Like the kid who’s mostly interested in knocking things down, you start to wonder.  Something’s wrong here!
And you see this in Jesus’ response.  They ask, is it lawful (v.2)?  Jesus asks what Moses commanded (v.3).  But rather than going back to what Moses first records about marriage at creation in Gen 1-2, and what God is building and joining together, they begin with marriage as it is broken.
But Jesus points further back.  The Pharisees want to talk about divorce, but Jesus wants to talk about marriage.  And this is where we must begin: those who are married must see themselves as participants in what God himself has joined together.  And only when we begin there can we grasp the separation we experience in marriage, of which divorce is the most destructive.
1.  In marriage, hardness of heart is always the deeper struggle.
In marriage, we’ll see just how hard our hearts can be.
But before we look at the details of divorce, we see here that in marriage, hardness of heart is always the deeper struggle.  That’s what Jesus says stands behind any laws about divorce: in v.5, it’s “because of your hardness of heart.”  And of course, as many of us know—meaning any who are married—marriage will shows us just how hard our hearts can be.
We’ve seen numerous times in Mark’s Gospel, the Pharisees always miss the heart of the matter.  And you see that here in how they treat divorce.  Their interest is simply in what’s allowed.  For them, it’s just a practical matter.  They’re more interested in the law, much more than the relationship. 
There’s some background to this that’s helpful to know.  This was actually a debate among the Pharisees: about when divorce was allowable.  There were two main schools of thought, following two different teachers.  And the difference was all in how Deut 24:1-4 (which speaks of divorce) is to be interpreted.  The OT allows for divorce.  The question is about the grounds that allows for divorce.  Deut. 24:1 uses the word “indecency.”  But what does that mean?  The school that followed Shamai said it meant something morally indecent, such as adultery.  But another school of thought, Hillel, said it could be almost anything that was annoying.  We’ll come back to Deut 24 later.
But the point here is that the Pharisees where more interested in the law than the relationship.  But you see what Jesus does in v.6.  He looks in back of the commandment to the relationship as God meant it to be from the beginning of creation, as he says.
I’ve officiated around 40 weddings, and for most of those I’ve spent several weeks doing premarital counseling with the couple.  And one of the questions I always as is, “So, why do you want to get married?”  That’s a simple question, but for most you can see the wheels turning: what’s the right answer?  And do I really know?  For most of us—myself included—we get married because we enjoy this other person.  We have fun.  We want marriage to make the fun of our dating experience permanent, to confirm all the wonderful emotions we experience when we’re with him or her.
But none of us really have come to grips with the significance that it’s always sinners who say I do (which is the name of a great book on marriage, by the way—When Sinners Say I Do, by Dave Harvey).  And so as we read this description of what marriage is to be, “from the beginning of creation,” as Jesus says in v.6; the two becoming one flesh, in v.8, now it’s always sinners who enter this relationship.
Sin always separates
And sin always separates.  That’s the story throughout Scripture.  Jesus points back to Gen 1-2: “God made them male and female…and the two shall become one flesh.”  But what happens?  Once they sin, they hide from God, from one another; they cast blame.  The two that have become one push away.  And that’s been true in every marriage since.  And that’s hardness of heart.  Sin separates.  I close my heart to you.
You know, if you ever have an organ transplant—a kidney, a liver, a lung—it’s not enough just to put it in there and hook everything up the right way.  Because your body will recognize it as something foreign.  And even though it’s there for you—you need it, it’s good—your body will attack it.  And so you have to take anti-rejection medications, so your body won’t see this new organ as a threat.
And that’s how our sinful flesh reacts to becoming “one flesh” with another sinner.  It’s meant to be good, but the other person is often seen as a threat, as something foreign.  We’ll talk more about this in the last point, but this is why we constantly need the grace of God—the love of the Lord Jesus—running through our lives if we’re to receive rather than reject.
But as we think about how sin always separates, that helps us have a clearer picture of divorce.  Divorce is a formal separation, “sending away,” as v.4 says; an outward separation, that began inwardly with hardness of heart.
2.  God’s law addresses the reality of sin in marriage.
God uses his law to restrain sin.
And when we understand our hardness of heart, we can better appreciate the role of God’s law.  And this is the focus of the second point.  God’s law addresses the reality of sin in marriage.  In past weeks—just last week—we talked about how God’s law exposes our sin.  The Apostle Paul says in Rom 3, through the law comes knowledge of sin.  But God uses his law not only to show us our sin; he also uses his law to restrain sin and its consequences.
Think of laws that are posted.  Speed limits are good examples.  Or seat belt laws.  I was driving through TN the other week, and there are sings all across I-40 that say “Buckle up, y’all; it’s the Law.”  At times, that may feel restrictive.  But of course, that law is posted for you, for your safety, the sake of your life.  And God’s law is gracious in that way.  The Bible teaches that his law is written—posted—in our hearts.  But because of our hardness of heart, it’s also written in his word, to warn, to say no, to tell us what’s wrong, what’s destructive.  And that’s true for divorce.
Jesus says in v.9, “What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”  The Bible says, “God hates divorce,” in Mal 2:16.  It describes divorce as a form of violence.  Destructive.  And if you read Deut 24, that’s the concern: that a man would send his wife away without cause.  Harmful.  Shameful.  Nonetheless, due to sin, divorce is a reality that God addresses in his law.  And we’ll talk about the reasons for divorce in a minute, but first we need to look at the reality of divorce.  Divorce creates a real separation in what God has joined, and there are always consequences.  That’s the reality God’s law warns against.
But the point here is that this is the only thing God’s law can do.  And this is what the Pharisees miss.  They ask, “What is lawful,” as if divorce could ever really be good.  Even when it may be allowed by God’s law, it’s only because of something very bad.  And this is how Paul, once again, talks about God’s law, in 1 Tim 1:9, “that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient.”  And so in any discussion of divorce, there should be deep conviction.
God’s word does allow for divorce in specific situations.
But God’s word does allow for divorce in specific situations.  And here I want to talk about the reasons for divorce.  We can’t say everything, so I want to point you to one other resource you can find online, produced by our denomination: a study on divorce and remarriage.  You can google: PCA divorce and remarriage and find it as a pdf.
Looking at these verses, though, there is no cause for divorce given.  No exceptions listed.  In v.11-12, Jesus says whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against his wife.  And vice versa, for the wife who divorces her husband.  
But we must remember, not any one passage gives us the fuller picture.  Scripture interprets Scripture, and there are other places that talk about divorce.  Let me point you to a couple, though you don’t have to turn there: Matt 5:31-32; 19:1-9; in both of these passages, Jesus says the same thing as he does here in vv.11-12, but he gives an exception: “everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery,” he says, and vice versa.  And the word there for sexual immorality includes adultery—grounds for divorce—but it’s meaning is broader than that.  There are other forms of sexual immorality that may potentially break the marriage bond, to the extent that allows for divorce.
One other NT passage that addresses divorce is 1 Cor 7.  And there, Paul also refers to what Jesus says, that the wife should not separate from her husband, and the husband should not separate from his wife, and that’s true if your husband or wife is not a believer, he says.  But he also goes on in vv.15 to say that “if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so.  In such a case the brother or sister is not bound.”  So here’s the other situation where God allows for divorce: if you’ve been abandoned by the one who’s promised to cleave to you as your husband or wife.  You are not bound.
Now that said, this doesn’t mean that divorce is required in these situations.  In past ministry, I’ve seen a married couple, where there was adultery, but also repentance that led to reconciliation.  But I’ve also seen marriages where that was not possible.  There are situations where divorce is allowed and even the best counsel.  And it’s important to say that those who have biblical grounds for divorce should never be shamed.  They need to be loved, because divorce is always violent—a tearing apart what God has joined—even when God’s law allows for it.
But for the rest, where there are not grounds for divorce, that doesn’t mean our marriages are great.  Again, it’s always sinners who say I do.  But God has us each in our marriages to teach us about his grace.  And that brings us to the last point.
3.  Marriage, as created by God, is so much greater than any law that could govern it.
Seen in what Jesus says about marriage.
Marriage, as created by God, is so much greater than any law that may govern it.  In other words, the law can never do justice to what God means marriage to be.  And that’s what we see in what Jesus says in v.5-9.  Again, the creation of marriage comes before the commandment: “a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”  And more than that, in each and every marriage, God is involved.  In v.9, God himself joins the two as one.
You may have heard of Loctite.  They make superglue, but also much more powerful stuff, for engine mounts and the like.  Because if you just bolted the engine down with your own strength, the constant heat and vibration would sooner or later cause it to come lost.  So you use Loctite on the threads.  And it’s easy to put together, but the seal that forms is much more powerful than any effort you’ve put into it.  Few things can break it.
And that’s true for marriage.  We make the vows and sign the papers, which is all fairly easy to do, but in marriage there is a joining that takes place that’s beyond anything we do, one that’s very difficult to separate.  And that should encourage us!  It’s God who joins us together.
But again, that’s why Jesus says in v.11-12, the one who divorces and marries another—without cause—commits adultery.  Because before God the two are still joined.  And this means that our own definitions of marriage and divorce can never change what’s true.  Our own laws can never change what God created marriage to be at the beginning.  And that’s important as we think about the changes to laws in our country.  Marriage is neer defined by a law.  It’s an act of God in creation.  The question is, do I fully recognize the reality of marriage as God speaks of it?
God also uses marriage to speak of redemption.
But more than creation, God also uses marriage to speak of redemption.  And this should not be missed—just as important for our marriages.  God uses the bond or marriage to describes his relationship with his people.  His steadfast love—his faithfulness—even when we are unfaithful, as we read in Hosea.
And this should fill our marriage with new meaning.  Paul describes this in Eph. 5.  In marriage, we don’t simply look back to what God created, but we look to Christ.  The husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.  Paul is saying that the grace God has shown to us should fill our marriages with a much greater mission.  Our marriages are to be a picture of Christ’s relationship with the church.  You see, it’s not enough to stay married.  We can remain married, but fail to see the greater mission of God to reflect the love of Christ for his church.
For the Christian, marriage is a place to give and receive grace, to point one another to Christ; not expecting our husband or wife to be our Savior, but understanding that our husband or wife needs a Savior as much as you and me.  God joins us together so that we would learn about his grace, and as we show grace to one another, our marriages will become a witness to the world.
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